
PHOTO RELEASE: Comptroller Brooke Lierman 
Tours Talbot and Wicomico Counties 

Tour stops focus on entrepreneurship, challenges, and opportunities for 
Maryland’s economy 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. (April 29, 2024) — Comptroller Brooke E. Lierman on Friday 
continued her statewide Take a Look with Brooke tour, with stops in Talbot and 
Wicomico Counties. During the tour, Comptroller Lierman highlighted the ongoing 
partnership between the Office of the Comptroller and local governments, learned more 
about entrepreneurial ventures in the region, and heard from Marylanders about ways to 
partner to address economic challenges and opportunities outlined in the agency’s 
State of the Economy report.   
   
Comptroller Lierman provided updates on the Office of the Comptroller’s strategic 
priorities and initiatives during meetings with the members of the Wicomico County and 
Talbot County Councils, and she highlighted the recent launch of Maryland Tax 
Connect, a new portal allowing businesses to file taxes online, as well as the agency’s 
public engagement efforts to make Marylanders aware of the resources and services 
available on the Eastern Shore.  
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu27412881.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.LK8O2sYX6yjqqsbFqxNcoMOJSuFguToS6twB1wO5l7M7I2ECzbCjxfkjht-2Bs-2BomFCMMg30f-2BjJDcxWqmws5xx9henUMgKelua15GkwspVKg-3DKLeO_jqIhT97-2FZGo0UXyu-2Fra2Eg9cREKFaBESn31dewEQ6eIyPX4Z2ewoKcRbmrCi5utRkrlv6xXPhUdvYX3mRRYpmkZsGbInMy-2B8TyCHY5h4fcAIuqMwTRiE4T6WQjfkOyjQjPncB1Vj27xn5czgdwOuZ2NelIQbLo17JjkIOodzKuNwPq9-2FWC44sUWOYAEIswDKUw8nFLnf7QhcMdfoZnnwnfIikdV9znCGg-2B1syCWWwAw-3D&data=05%7C02%7CTGroves%40marylandtaxes.gov%7C97f06ee7b1de4a2177fb08dc8a3c7e6c%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C638537239630969943%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iqSdYt5mLyuiNk7J4NPp78SZ6yQRtJclkHGYl%2FMaiW4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu27412881.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3DLqRQ37sawgAIIlMfHocPDyc2WypSNeAL-2F8XOPFNODPzZW7f8XzyNB8dMH24CCgc6SIrCVguXueo1po-2B2Jha75ufdKyeq-2F1Zl7Pssit3NHi-2FKNYZGZ0LUlWDmiCu95vOSt9RY_xgyyHJCNW1MkJBRYFKJk5vsbWqROXhqNOxUSuEOkZSPh9GIYklgRoTzeYeiwzwuotK2ORN1813sBD19Bvu3o4fToIg8sRRMyw30NKn0EAzP7uBqgF8RmdJmDot-2B2F7SKLncSP2uhQI3VRJdR4PcSdISwXH-2Bk7VkzdxnOJTk82UESl3vMsBoSVsRrBuXJceOvvc-2F9x8fwm6FM7-2B22rhVjSFXH8jXAGOKsqANFP083qvM-3D&data=05%7C01%7CKDodge%40marylandtaxes.gov%7Cff4ea9c9cdfa4ab721a608dbf6449d32%7C4175adb602d24b79bb6cefc714800747%7C0%7C0%7C638374546773083560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=igmSwD2FbQuPSPnmQ3Zt1I%2B1g9sFLuTNl5TSuL5lLA4%3D&reserved=0


Comptroller Lierman speaks with Wicomico County Council on April 26, 2024 
 

In Talbot County, Comptroller Lierman toured the innovative Critchlow Adkins Childcare 
Centers in Easton, which has five locations in Talbot County and provides preschool, 
before- and after-school care, as well as summer camps for children ages 2 through 12. 
Maryland is ranked the eighth costliest state in the nation for childcare. The State of the 
Economy report found that Maryland experienced a higher rate of women leaving the 
workforce to fulfill caretaking responsibilities, including caring for young children. 
 



Comptroller Lierman tours the Critchlow Adkins School Age Site in Easton with 
Executive Director Cristy Morrell 

  
Comptroller Lierman referenced her visits to two Critchlow Adkins sites in Easton during her 
presentation to the Talbot County Council. She stressed the need for more affordable and robust 
childcare options, as well as the need for partnership at every level of government to address this 
challenge. 
 
"If we are talking about the economy and we are not talking about childcare, we are missing a big 
part of the picture,” said Comptroller Lierman. “Childcare is a big piece of economic development.” 
 



Comptroller Lierman addresses the Talbot County Council on April 26, 2024 
 

Comptroller Lierman also focused on business development during her tour. She visited to Two 
Scoops Ice Cream and Waffles as well as Salisbury University’s Dave and Patsy Rommell 
Entrepreneurship Center in downtown Salisbury for the annual Shore Hatchery Competition. 
 
The Shore Hatchery Competition assists entrepreneurs in creating new businesses and jobs in the 
region, with a portion of $200,000 in startup funds, and additional support from the Center. 
 



Comptroller Lierman examines displays by entrepreneurs during the Shore Hatchery 
Competition on August 26, 2024. 

 
Comptroller Lierman also traveled to Tilghman Island Seafood, a processing plant 
working to restore the health of the Chesapeake Bay by harvesting invasive wild blue 
catfish that threaten the blue crab population in Maryland. 
 



Comptroller Lierman tours Tilghman Island Seafood with owner, Nick Hargrove on April 
26, 2024 
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